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1 min ago - Wolverhampton Wanderers are set to host Burnley at the Molineux Stadium on 

Wednesday evening in the second round of the EFL Cup, still seeking their first win of the 2024-25 

season. 

 

The hosts have lost both of their opening two matches to the new Premier League campaign, while 

the visitors have won two and lost one of their first three Championship fixtures.Wolves have had a 

varied experience in the six seasons since earning promotion to the Premier League as champions of 

the Championship in 2017-18, marking their first return to the top division since 2011-12. 

 

They excelled in the first two campaigns back in the top tier of English football, finishing seventh in 

both 2018-19 and 2019-20, but have failed to replicate that success in the subsequent years. 

 

Since then, Wolves have finished 13th, 10th, were involved in a relegation battle in 2022-23, ending 

just seven points above the drop zone in 13th, and most recently placed 14th. 

 

Gary O'Neil took charge just days before the 2023-24 campaign after Julen Lopetegui departed the 

club over financial concerns, and he appeared set to guide the team to a comfortable top-half finish 

as they sat 10th on matchday 29. 

 

However, Wolves suffered an extremely disappointing end to the season, losing eight of their last 12 

fixtures and slipping down to 14th in the table, leaving O'Neil with ambitions of a first top-half finish 

since 2021-22 this year. 

https://pstreamsfree.blogspot.com/2024/08/efl-cup-2024.html


 

Wolves have endured a less-than-ideal start to the 2024-25 season, suffering a 2-0 defeat to Arsenal 

in their opener, followed by a humiliating 6-2 loss at home to Chelsea. 

 

After those two results, O'Neil will be desperate for his side to pick up their first win of the new term 

against Burnley, who Wolves have only beaten once in the last nine meetings. 

 

Burnley enter into this game under difficult circumstances, with 16 players having left the club so far 

this window and rumours of more departures before the transfer deadline, leaving Scott Parker's 

side with a concerning lack of squad depth. 

 

This was glaringly obvious in Burnley's 1-0 defeat to Sunderland in their most recent outing, where 

they had to name two goalkeepers and three youngsters on a bench of just seven players, while 

central defender Luke McNally was sent up front in an attempt to chase an equaliser. 

 

That defeat to Sunderland ended Burnley's perfect start to the Championship season, impressively 

beating Luton Town 4-1 and Cardiff City 5-0 in Parker's first two games as manager, marking a strong 

start to a campaign with aims of returning to the Premier League after last year's relegation. 


