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8 min ago - Leading by one goal from last week's first leg, Anderlecht aim to seal their place in the
Europa League when they meet Dinamo Minsk on Thursday.

Following victory away from home, the Belgian club are in charge of their playoff tie and will aim to

finish the job back in Brussels.An early goal from captain Ludwig Augustinsson gave Anderlecht the

lead last week, and having preserved that advantage through to the final whistle, they hold a strong
hand ahead of this week's return.

The Mauves head back to Lotto Park with a 1-0 lead, which puts them within touching distance of a
place in the Europa League's new-look group phase, featuring 36 teams and eight rounds of fixtures.

UEFA Cup winners back in 1983, Anderlecht have been less successful in continental competition
over the past few years, and they even missed out on Europe entirely in 2023-24.

Finishing third in the Belgian Pro League secured them a spot in this season's Europa League
playoffs, and before heading to Hungary - where the first leg was held due to security issues in
Belarus - they moved top of their domestic table by beating Mechelen.

After posting three wins and a draw, Brian Riemer's side have kept hold of first place despite playing
one game fewer than their rivals, as last week's league match against Genk was postponed in order
to aid their European ambitions.

Given such sparkling form, Anderlecht will expect to secure victory on Thursday, before aiming to
emulate their run through to the Conference League quarter-finals in 2023.

Having had to host their 'home' leg effectively on neutral soil, Dinamo Minsk must now travel to
Brussels in hope of an unlikely second-leg comeback.

The Belarusian side - who last made the Europa League group stage back in 2015 - slipped out of
Champions League qualifying earlier this summer, losing to Ludogorets after seeing off Armenia's FC
Pyunik in the first round.
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That dropped them into the Europa League preliminaries, where they came through their third
qualifying round tie with Lincoln Red Imps by securing a 3-2 aggregate victory.

Now, they stand in danger of plunging down another tier in UEFA's club competition structure, with
Thursday's losing side being transferred to the Conference League's group phase.

Head coach Vadim Skripchenko led Dinamo to the title last year, and so far this season they remain
undefeated domestically, winning 10 of 15 league fixtures while conceding just eight goals. However,
they have found the going far tougher in Europe.



